UsS CORPURAL [58346)
Fleet Posi Uffice
New Yonk, wew Yoak 09501

Haren was a montn fon travel and euttuwre. We stmuted in Cagliani,
Sandinia, and in duan viaited Vatlelta, Malta; Iraklion, Crete; Athens,
Girece and wene back 4in weples, liaty, on the Last day of Manch, ALL these
places, ab well ab the water tivwough which we chuised, are bsleeped in
- dardgue, ancient hisdory and modern podbution.

. Cagiiani, the capilal of Sardinia, has a popukalion of about 116,000
pecple and 48 Located 4n the centen of the soubhem coast. The ancient
oW occupies a Long naraow 8iRL munning nonith and south and o each side
e/ Lagoons. The uppen town sl neiains pant og L8 fondigdcations
inclawing Zwo great lowers ericied in 1305 AD. 1€ was intenesting Lo
note inal ine Lowers were built by the Pisans. One couldn't nedp but
wonder now Jlhey gok the contracts Lo buitd them after ihe bad repudalion
Lthey nad for building Lowens .in Pisa.

11 Apnil 1967

we moved fiom Cagliari on Lhe sunface southeast akong the Coast o ,
Tunisia inrough dne Stradl of Sieily Lo Valletla, Malta, 1In 1942, King
Geonge Vi awarded the George Choss io the {stand forinzss 04 Makia--its
peopte and defenders. MHakia was in the frant Line from the veny {inst
day of ine war in the Mediternwnean. For months she siood akone, Oraving
Ahe waght of Hither's luftwadfe end Lie Regia Aeronautlica. Wounded and
- dlanving- -an ouiposit of faeedom, wolta xefused Lo be brought 2o hex |

We were in Makta gon Len doys end emjoyed oun finst prolonged perdiod
of spring weatnen, The Sixth Fieet Lenden was 4n Makia and provided shops
and facilities for much needed repoins to the ship, we moored ai the Ofd
Navy Vockyard wiere the daydocks and overhaud gacdlities of the koyal
Navy nemain bul are now wsed for commencial shipping, The movenmest of Large
{ankens and cango snips of tne Indian Ocean/Aabia/Suez fileditervancan noute
about the harbon ghom suniise 1o sunsed was an imtenesiing spectaciz, .(ne
coula see Lie colors of moesi amy nation--liberia, Greece, ILaly, Sweden,
Great vrilain, Nali on Turkey. o o

The Lrip fnom iakta, through the Andibiticra Strait along the. noAth
shone of Crele into the Land of Zonba, way mosi pieturcéque. The (insZ:
4ook ai the Aegean Sea and the Kaitikonm ‘Pilagos was a predude Lo the Uy
. mystique and beauly of the remains of ancient hisony and Greek Mythology
- Zhat was o come. The people of Crete ane extremely paoud and independent,

- ®e highlignt of Inaklion was the visit to the ship by His Emminemce, The
Arncnbisiop of Crede, a most Aemazkable wman, tald in staiune, a giant of .
Zhe Gheeh Ontnodox. Church and quite edearily ihe modl powenfud man of Crpte.
He spoke a pregenr jor the safety of the ikiip and crew and prosentad o

Lange mededltion of Saint Tifus.

- From Iroklion we sailed morthwand to Athens. To describe Athens, woudil
be inmpossible, It .ié all one wowld expecd 4L Lo be and moxe. The miziuse
0f Greek iisdony and mytholegy, io walh. amiong ithe Lewples and nemGLaing
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colimns ib nokl undike beding 4in chuach. The Temple of leus is in down-
Lown Athens, just a few blorks south of a 20 oot statuz of President

Taugnan, Allitough he Temple of Zeus <ib in Athens, we knew fhat £X wob
Jusl nis summen place for he Lived atop Mount 1648 that towems into he
clouds above Irailion as was told by the Archbishop of Crete.

~ Fraom Athens we conbinued our voyage along the path of es, past
Peolponcsus wesdwan across Lhe Iondan Lo the Straits of 'eséina. As
we appicached in the earnly evening we could see majestic ! tina, a
voleano that aises Len thousond feet oul of Zhe sea and s &LLL active,
belohing fine and smoke into a dark starkit sky. A halo around tire moon
and ciean siies Lo Lhe souliwwgst of us told that Ltie wind in the Stradd
would be genile. Flat seas, moving northward, served nolice of stnong
Aps and wnikpoots dnat would nesutd from Litks waler meelimg ihe water
moving dowri e wedl coasd of Italy. As we dwve inio e sfiong cwnents
and countercunrents, one could appreciate the problem encounterea by
ULtysses, Allnougin, now Scylda {8 fust ine name of a Littde town on ime
night hand, ine adjacent whirnkpool, known as Ciotbydes in the Legend, 48
quile xreat. Fox those of you who may nokl remember the dncident of

being caught betueen Scylla and Cnopbydes, this is the place  the idiom
wad boan, "belween e devil and tne aeep blue sea.”

For your planning, we expecit Lo netuan zo New London on Hay 2nu.
Afler Apnil 2¥th, you can be advised of the specific arnival time and
date by dialing 4494616. For those of you who Live away from wew London,
e area code 48 203, With {ain weather we may awvnive dooneA. We will
be in upkeep for four weeks, passing most of tnis time in the {Loating
daydock fon noutine wonk on Zhe hubl, A one-day cuuse Lo sea for all
of you oa Salunday, May 271n is planned, while the details of such a
Luip lincluding the ginal approval) are yet Lo be completed, and cannot
be compleled unlit we ane back in nNew Loncon, 1 mention it mow for youn
Long-range planning. Satuaday wad sefected because mone of gou would
nol ve hampered by having 10 miss a day of work on school, in onden 2o
cone with us, Genenally, we would Like to have you come aboand early in
die moaning and 40 we can get undemway grom the Submarine sase and sail
down tne Thames Lo Long Tsland sound., There we will submenge, snorkel
and conducd various evolutions in ornden that you witl have some idea of
what we do at sea. we'ill have Lunch and retun to the base beforr sunsed,

1 hope Lhis Laip has gone well for all of yow. Uuwr beinmg able Lo
allol pay has been a bhessding, for we've not bees fonrced in 2o ine
podition of hawing Lo buy woney orders o send money home om payday.
Finding a place Lo buy and mail money ondens &s difficult ox impossible
in many Mediterranean poats and this has been a aeal problem for many
yearns while away on Long nips. 1§ you had expected your husband Lo
baing back lange (in volume) giuﬁa, then you will be disappodnied, for
Lnere is no stowage Lpace abo §or other than a few smakf items. As
you probably know, our piimaery wmission L& thal of beding always ready for
any emergency oa hostility and beding neady includes keeping Lhe ship's
nepair pards, food aXuff and cloining up to §ull allowance. Funihex,
there vust be room 1o move about e nepains, ete, Thus, 44 any
Andividual baings a Lange box aboard to haul around, it only increases
our erdticat Lack-of-space problems and reduces ouwr cowbat aeadiness.
In short, CORPORAL 48 a warsidp. ‘ ' '
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