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.8, Siath Fleet in the Ueditonancan with our duty proceeding
well. &e cnosded a Atornmy North Atkantic im company with (S8 LER,
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eloudless making mavigation ecaien). Even these the qoing was quite
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Ve wene off the coast of Spain on 14 Jaouany and keady to provide
expent submanine senwlees Lo U.S. Navy ships and planes based at Reta,
We conducted vanious games with the nuclear powered Fleet Rellistie
Missdile Submarnine (SS ANDRER JACKSON as part of hea aqraduation
exenclse prior Lo deplowing on a strategic and uital Polaxis deterrent
patrol,

e mooned at the Naval Rauinkotaﬂuwemm of 16 Jarmaru and
aecedved a most friendly and wam welcome faom Submarine Squadron
SIXTEEN and the Sutmarine Tenden CANOPUS. The CANOPUS and the Rofa
Naval Rase made considenable effornts Lo help us with our collective
pensonal needs and with voyage aepairs Lo the ship., The CORRLER
arnived Later in the evening, and fhe atiach submarines BLENNY end
HALFEEAK nested alongsdde the noxt mommg aften trnslting Lrom
mmum fun puapose in meeting was to "nelieve the wateh", Aften

a productive day of dlscnssing all aspects J Sixth Fleet openrations,
BLEANY and HALFBEAK got undesway fon New Lo

e depanted Rote on the evening of 19 January and steamed southeast
afong the Spaniéh Coast on the surface. Shontly agten midndaht, we
approached the histonic Strgiis of Glbraltar, Being nighittime, "the
Rock of Gibraliar was a bil difhicull Lo see, but the fookouts, with
beften eyesipht them mine, could see fhe Prudentinl Life Tnaunance
g.éin--m 80 they sald Bq sunhise we wene well into the Meditearanzan

) Februony 1967

We steamed nmkeaé.t by east along the Adxlcan Coast Lhrough Lhe
Aboran Sea past the Ralaerlc 1afonds and by the scuthen tip of
Sondinia. The days wene clear and the seas calm. Warm and Aunny
afZemmoons made stoppina for a suim veny temiing, but that thought
ended abmuptly 4n finding the waten iewperatures fo be 55°F, After
cleaning the roek bound coast of Sordinim, we nosed into the Tuarhenian
Sea and annived a2 the baeatwoten off Mapfes, 1iafy, on the woning of
23 Januaay and wear snugly mooned shortey a&:tm nooniive.



NepfZes 48 6 £ange szapoiad oltfy and ceoupied one of the mos
mugniflefent sites in all of Zhe Medifenranzen, 105 Lacafe s ong
of scenic beauly and greaf Riizoide fudenesd, MNeatbe wie Pompeit,
Hemculasewn, Mourt VeAuvious, Soanento, and ke 1afe of Capri,
Naples is the headouantins of the NATC Copmanden An Thied, Aiiied
Forces Southemn Tarope. 1L Lo also the Zovation of ihe headovanters
#4 Cormunden, Submanine FLotilZa EIGHT, Capfain M.G, BAYHE, SN,
and of our {mmediate faziicad commanden, Covwmander 7. 2, SNELTOM, SN,
who ia also CORPORAL's Division Commander whex < Naw Leadon, The
histony of Naplea 44 vart and speetlacular, Mest avcenity, Maplee
was heavily dameged dunivg (W' 17 by the Gexrans durdmg the Safeino
compaign and was capfured by the ABE{es in Ocfohen 1943,

with oun Task Group Commandesn erbonked, we wedlghed michea Jin
the evening Builight 0f 25 Januany and steared westeard into the
Turnhendian foi our firsd safon exencise with the 3{xth Flees Sinibe
and Anti-Submarine Forces, Refore dawn, however, on the Z61h news
oome Lhat the Tanoell ship, HASHA LUSH!\ was in nw et oun
nosition and we baoke off the exercise o assist, (e fearped fafer
Lhat ahe had sunk and were jameﬁ by meany ships and planes of
several notdora im the seanch of svavivora. We reirteved some debris
but, unfortunately, no svkvivors,

After having completed many guite inferesting and {insfnuoiive
exencddes with Taak Force 60, we at2omed west through the SZaaisa of
Bond facia, between Coxsica and Sandinia, and ane ewumde Toulown, Frapce,
don a brief pont visil.

e racedved wuil An Rota and in Navles, Cne of The highRights of
our operations the pest week wat Fhat of receiving mail at sea. A
great deal of effont goes intlo The promet distatbution of mail afton
Lt annéves in fhe Fleet Mail Centea in Napfes, 14 iz net held until
we are i pont but rathen ionwerded froer ship o ahip ond we mau ot
madl fnem a destaecyen awiiving in The area on by relicoplen fnom o
cnisen or aircraft cannien. We, An CORPORAL, ane no different from
any seafardng men In that mail and news from nowme & the hiaghllaht cf
the doy, or weeh, as the case may be.

e gan afl in aood heailih ard aside from a mone Thew wmild Teuach
eb homesdobnpas the triv is amirve qudle well. Please write odten Lo
zowh hushand, son, wnephew, brpdhea on dndend in CORPORAL 4on &£
means a4 qAL ,Lf deal £y nam.
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