USS CORPORAL {S3346)
. Fleet Feost Office
-~ New York, New York 063501

Since last writing, we have visited Toulon, France, and
tave becoms vetersns of Sixth Fleet operationa, Toulon 1s
the lemding navel arsenal of Prance and is situated on thae
Medlterranean coast 410 miles southeast of Paris snd 30
uiles southeast of Mayseille. It wae first built es =
naval station by the Romans, however, most of the faciliw
ti28 have been replaced or resovated since that time. It
was a oital stronghoid daring the-relgn of Henry IV and.

some of the forts and castles remain. It wae in Toulon
Harbor that the French scuttled taeir fleet at anchor to
prevent Lts falling into Nezi hande. The majority of the
populatiap@fs;gggnegxéd,;gisoﬁeiwagzgitn%thb'Erenﬁh;HENY'
"glal. ghipbuilding. ?.,:.chgr*‘gaggf-.xwggemes«
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ané_sommetglal 1142 , indu
ineltde:soPk facfories, grape oulturs, vineyarde snd
bobtle;{ac&ériesa o ey e R

Ws were in Toulon 2.7 February. The foliowing underway
period from ?-17 Pebruary included nany -challonging, -
interesting and varied exercises with Sixth Fiset carriers,
srul sers and destroyers. _Early one morhing we reseived
mall from the destroyer LIND, The seas were too angry for
putting & small boat into the water hence “agas of mail were
passed to us using a high-line {line and pulleys 1ike the
olothes 1line behinéd a fourth floor flat in Queens). During
the transfer evolution, the two snipe proceeded along on
parallei oocurses, quite close together, The LIND band
saranéaﬂ&ﬁfug*with,tﬂreé'electriejgurﬁarsjaﬁdfiénéerad guéh
local raverites ses Melancholy Baby, Wipe Qut and Yeliow
dubmarine. We were unable te provide reciprosal entartaine
Reat because our soundb and paper artlst sould not play his
instrunent in the rein, o S

We entered the port of Livorno, Italy, during evening
Wwilloht of 17 FPebruary. While there, we siperienced sever-
ai 7iolent windstorms Qf_shart'ﬁurgtian-simﬁlax %o the
"Santa Anna's" off Sesl Beach. The inner harber was a snug
one, protected by man-made sea walls’'and we were shelterad
trom thess blows. Howevar, for the wmny yachts, schoensrs,
catamarans and bumboats moving about, in and sut of the
harberbxyhg sguallis were gulte hazardous. : :

, Livorne, an industrial eity with few tonriat traps, 18
“iflerant from mest of the Itallan Riviers ponts, It ig an
anGLent raritime city, Tormeriy a part of the vowertnl
Fepebiiae of Pipa snd {copted in %he provines of Tasoany,
e T aorth 2f Rome. Pise, with 1te awe Snepiring ,
Lopae ower and Cabhedval, both erasted in ths sleventh
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Lt i# ocompletely landlocked due to deposits of silt and
sand dumped thsre by the Arno River in a manner simiiar
to that of our own delta-bullding Misstesippi. The Arno,
inoldently, is the viver th..t rflooded Plorence last
Decenber. The English name for Livomo ia Leghorn and
thus 4t was no surprise to rinéd an adundance of chesse and
shickens. Our reefsrs were two-blocked with those tasty
produots when we put out to sea.

Several United 3tates and NATO wilitary installations
are located in the vioin'ty of Liverns. At Cemp Dardy
there s a small aruy logistios bese snd hesdquarters for
the Military Ses Transport Service (NSTS). Ve were invidted
to uss the Bxchange and other facilities there to replentsh
personsl neels. - )

We glipped ocut of Livorno sarly ia the Momning of 23
February under a full moon and in a iight ros Ve proceeded
down the Italian ooest on the surface, past Elba (Napoieon's
part tisme residence) and into Naples to smbark several ‘
observers from the Staff of Submerine Flotilla EIGHT. There,
also, tam of our group set off on s brief but memorabdle tour
of ‘Rome. _We moved out to sea under the lee of the Isls of

prs @98 oonduoted short and electrifying exercises with a
flotilla of Itallan frigates.

iPgll, this phase of the deploynent finds use settled

%o soaewhat of a routine. Everyone is in good health
and pesformi g quite well, We have been complimenied
frequeritly by visitors on board for the excellent appearance
of our ghip and orew. Thesze sompliments were serned as s
result of a great deal of diligent and effective work by
evaryons. We were commended at the end of our first six
weeks Of work at ses and in port by our Tesk Group Commandtr
Rear Admirsl John Bulkeley, "hose flag ship is the oruiser
COLUMBUS, with the privilege of early 1liYerty. You have
probably hearéd of Aduiral Bulkelsy. Hes is the P?T Boat
Bulkeley that wrote the book "They Were Expsndadle” and is
alse the same fighting Admiral that cut Castyo's water off
at Cuantsnamo. Aside from the plessurs of having our
afforts recognized an unbiased and oritical odbserver,
the reward of early liberty itself is significant indeed.
The siditional hours ashore snabled us to range further
afield to visit the hinterlands, historical sites at greater
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to visit Rome, Morence and a host of other intMauing
Places,  Without early liberty we are not able to venture
very fayr rrem the waterfront and waterfront areas sre
anazingly salike the world over (not unlike the boring
Somenens of driving on a fast turnpiks or eating a tastelers

Maaburger et a rest stop in Lebenon, Missouri, or Fli,
?@avada?o .
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We have & 1ot of haré work ahead of ug, bt the mogt
difrfiouvlt part of the trip (the learning phase) is over,
Already going-home time has become mors than just some
obsoure date in the distant future and the days have begun
to drag. I hope that all of you will ocontinue to write
as frequently as you have, for mall is, b far, the single
most lmportant happiness factor for esch of us. Mail call
is the big event of the day, or week as the case may be,

Our next port will de Cagliari, Sardinia, HNavy ships
seldon put into that port, and we Ikmow 1ittle about 1t,
However, we have freguently crised along the Sardinian
Coast, whers one can ses an abundance of rocks, weeds and
gogts. From see 1t looks 1ike the homaland.of Zorba. That
ao& dn't De though, because Zorba the Greek was from Crete,
wain't he? I suppome that in the movie he just looked
Italian. I'11 tell you what we discover there when I

write next.

LCDR, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer




